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In a communique issued Jan. 3, the Interior Ministry announced that new legislation provides for
financial compensation to about 4,000 victims of illegal arrest resulting from executive decrees
during the military regime (1976-1983). Individuals and family members who have previously
obtained compensation through the court system do not qualify. Eligible individuals will receive the
equivalent of about US$27 per day of detention. In the case of prisoners who died while in custody,
heirs will receive the above amount plus US$50,000. Prisoners who suffered torture during detention
are to receive US$30,000 plus the US$27 per day amount. Beneficiaries are to be compensated in the
form of 10-year government bonds. The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, headed by Hebe Bonafini,
criticized the new law. Bonafini said, "It's degrading for someone to accept money from the Peronist
government, the same government that pardoned the killers." In a public statement, the Argentine
Permanent Human Rights Assembly (APDH) said the initiative is "insufficient," because it does not
include victims of forced disappearances. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/03/92, 01/09/92)
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